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After the success of the previous two editions (2023 and 2024), each of which brought
together 400 participants — including many young people from Europe, the United States,
Africa, and Latin America — the Jérome Lejeune International Chair of Bioethics (CIBJL)
invites you to its 3 International Bioethics Conference in Rome, on May 30 and 31, 2025,
titled: “The Splendor of truth in Science and Bioethics”.

The support of numerous international academic institutions (over 40), along with the
participation of many international experts in the scientific (physicians, researchers) and
ethical (philosophers, theologians) fields, confirms that this International Bioethics
Conference has established itself as a leading forum for debating essential issues in the
field of Bioethics. Cardinal Willem Jacobus Eijk will do us the honor of delivering the
opening lecture of the 2025 Conference.

This year, the Conference aims to examine the existence of truth at the intersection of the
experimental sciences (medicine, genetics, physics, astronomy), philosophy, and
theology, seeking to answer questions such as: Can science show us the truth? Does a
natural law exist beyond cultural and personal differences? Is it possible to reconcile
natural law with particular cases, especially in Bioethics? What do the sciences,
particularly Biology, tell us about human specificity and gender?

Among the international experts participating are Enrico Bertini, Director of the Unit for
Neuromuscular and Neurodegenerative Disorders at Bambino Gesl Hospital (Italy), and
Emmanuel Sapin, former Head of Pediatric and Neonatal Surgery at the University Hospital
of Dijon (France), who will address the topics of Truth and Medical Deontology and Gender
Dysphoria. Other speakers include Angelo Carfi, physician at Gemelli Hospital and
astronomer (Italy), and Olivier Bonnassies, author of God, Science, the Proofs (France),
who will reflect on the creation of the world and the appearance of humanity on earth.
Among the philosophers, jurists, and theologians, we will have Bernard Schumacher
(Switzerland), Thibaud Collin (France), Michael Taylor (United States), Juan Arana (Spain),
and many others. Finally, the closing lecture of the Conference will be delivered by Jean-
Marie Le Méné, president of the Jérome Lejeune Foundation, who, following Professor
Lejeune’s school of thought, will reflect on the conditions necessary for science to remain
at the service of truth. “Humanity is now confronted with the fact that its survival depends



on the acceptance by all nations of moral precepts that transcend every system and every
speculation”, as Jérome Lejeune said to President Brezhnev in 1981.

Translated into four languages, this Conference is addressed to researchers, scientists,
physicians, and healthcare professionals. Itis also open to young philosophers and jurists,
teachers and educators, and the broader public interested in the ethical dilemmas that
emerge and affect their daily lives.

The Conference is organized by the Jérdme Lejeune International Chair of Bioethics, in
collaboration with numerous international institutions such as: the Catholic University of
America (USA), universities in Argentina, Mexico, Kenya, DRC, Poland, Switzerland, Italy,
Spain, and other institutions such as Knights of Columbus (USA), Word on Fire (USA),
Fertilitas (Spain), Ethics & Public Policy Center (USA), the International Federation of
Catholic Medical Associations (international), and many others.

Professor Elena Postigo, academic director (Spanish section) of the Jéréme Lejeune
International Chair of Bioethics and co-organizer of the Conference, emphasizes: “This
conference will explore the centrality of moral truth in the bioethical field and its pursuit
through practical reason and prudence. In various lectures and round tables, international
scientists, philosophers, and theologians will address crucial topics such as the
relationship between science and truth, natural law, medical ethics, and conscientious
objection. The program, enriched by the vision of Jér6me Lejeune, will highlight the need
for a Bioethics founded on truth, respect for human dignity, and the defense of the most
vulnerable. This event aims to promote interdisciplinary dialogue and deep ethical
reflection, fostering a Bioethics at the service of the person and of truth”.

The Jérdme Lejeune International Chair of Bioethics was established by the Jéréme Lejeune
Foundation in Madrid in 2009. Following in the footsteps of Professor Jérome Lejeune, the
Chair benefits from dual expertise-both medical and bioethical-which makes it particularly
well-suited to teaching biomedical ethics to health professionals and, more generally, to
anyone wishing to train in bioethics. The Chair’s response to the challenges posed by new
contemporary bioethical issues embodies its vision of medicine wholly dedicated to the
patient, without discrimination. The Chair is engaged in research and outreach activities.
Itis currently present in the United States, Europe, and Africa.
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8.00am -9.00am Welcome and registration

9.00am-g9.15am  Opening speech

MR. JEAN-MARIE LE MENE, President of the Fondation Jérome Lejeune. Ordinary Member

of the Pontifical Academy for Life. France.

PROF. MONICA LOPEZ BARAHONA, President of the International Chair of Bioethics Jérome

Lejeune. Ordinary Member of the Pontifical Academy for Life. Spain.
9.15 am — 10.00 am  Inaugural lecture

SCIENCE AND BIOETHICS AT THE SERVICE OF TRUTH

CHAIR: PROF. MONICA LOPEZ BARAHONA, President of the International Chair of Bioethics

Jérome Lejeune. Ordinary Member of the Pontifical Academy for Life. Spain.

His EMINENCE CARDINAL WILLEM JACOBUS EnK, Metropolitan Archbishop of Utrecht.
Physician. Ordinary Member of the Pontifical Academy for Life. Netherland.

10.00 am - 10.40 am Lecture

CAN IMMUTABLE TRUTH STAND UP TO THE TRUTHS OF SCIENCE?

CHAIR: PROF. ELENA POSTIGO SOLANA, Academic Director of the International Chair of
Bioethics Jérome Lejeune. Corresponding Member of the Pontifical Academy for Life.

Spain.

PROF. JUAN ARANA CANEDO-ARGUELLES, Professor of Philosophy of Science at the
Universidad de Sevilla. Full Member of the Real Academia de Ciencias Morales y

Politicas. Spain.
10.40 am — 10.50 am Questions & Discussion

10.50 am — 11.20 am Coffee break



11.20 am — 12.00 pm Lecture

CAN SCIENCE LEAD US TO TRUTH AND BY WHICH ROUTE?

CHAIR: Ms. AuDE DuGAST, Academic Director of the International Chair of Bioethics Jérome

Lejeune, French section. France.

PROF. BERNARD SCHUMACHER, Professor of Philosophy and Ethics at the Université de

Fribourg and at the Institut Philanthropos. Switzerland.
12.00 pm —12.10 pm Questions & Discussion
12.10 pm —12.50 pm Lecture

DOES A NATURAL LAW EXIST?

CHAIR: PROF. JEFFREY WALKEY, Associate Professor of Theology at Ave Maria University.

United States of America.

PROF. THIBAUD COLLIN, Philosopher and essayist, specialist in Moral and Political
Philosophy, Professor of Philosophy in Preparatory Classes at Collége Stanislas in Paris.

France.
12.50 pm —1.00 pm Questions & Discussion
1.00 pm -2.30 pm  Lunch break
2.30pm-3.10pm  Lecture

ETHICS OF THE SITUATION OR IN THE SITUATION? HOW TO ESTABLISH MORAL TRUTH
IN BIOETHICAL ACTION

CHAIR: PROF. JOHN A. DI CAMILLO, Doctor in Bioethics at the Ateneo Pontificio Regina
Apostolorum in Rome. President of The National Catholic Bioethics Center (NCBC).

United States of America.



PROF. STEPHAN KAMPOWSKI, Professor of Philosophical Anthropology at the Pontificio
Istituto Teologico “Giovanni Paolo II” per le Scienze del Matrimonio e della Famiglia.

Italy.
3.10 pm —3.20 pm  Questions & Discussion
3.20 pm — 4.15 pm Panel

TRUTH AND MEDICAL DEONTOLOGY: THE CASE OF GENETIC COUNSELING

CHAIR: DR. PILAR GARCIA, Doctor of Medicine and Surgery; Medical Director, Jéréme

Lejeune Institute in Madrid. Spain.

PrOF. TERESA PERUCHO ALCALDE, Clinical and Molecular Geneticist of the Unit of Genomic

Medicine at Clinica Universidad de Navarra. Spain.

PROF. EMMANUEL SAPIN, Professor Emeritus of Pediatric and Neonatal Surgery at the

Centre Hospitalier Universitaire CHU de Dijon. France.

DR. ROBIN PIERUCCI, MA, Neonatologist. Director and Founder of Navigating Fetal
Concerns Clinic. Co-Chair of the American College of Pediatricians (ACPeds) ProlLife

Committee. Member of the Catholic Medical Association. United States of America.
4.15 pm — 4.45 pm Questions & Discussion
4.45 pm — 5.15 pm Coffee break
5.15 pm — 6.15 pm Panel

TRUTH AND CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION

CHAIR: PROF. GUILLERMO A. MORALES SANCHO, Lawyer specialized in Constitutional and

Human Rights Law. Legal Counselor in Europe for ADF International in Vienna. Austria.
PROF. GREGOR PUPPINCK, Director of the European Centre for Law and Justice. France.

PROF. JORGE NICOLAS LAFFERRIERE, Doctor in Legal Sciences at the Pontificia Universidad

Catdlica Argentina. Director of Centro de Bioética, Persona y Familia. Argentina.



6.15 pm - 6.30 pm  Questions & Discussion

End of the first day.

8.30am-9.30am  Registration

9.30 am - 10.10 am  Lecture
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THE TRUTH ABOUT MAN: HOW TO CONFRONT GENDER DYSPHORIA?

CHAIR: Ms. FRANCOISE RAGUET, Founder of a Bioethics training program for young people.

France.

PROF. EMMANUEL SAPIN, Professor Emeritus of Pediatric and Neonatal Surgery at the

Centre Hospitalier Universitaire CHU de Dijon. France.

.10 am — 10.15 am Questions & Discussion

.15 am -11.30am Panel

THE TRUTH AT THE BEGINNING OF HUMANITY: THE CREATION OF THE WORLD AND THE
APPEARANCE OF MAN ON EARTH

CHAIR: PROF. ENZO PENNETTA, Biologist. Professor of Natural Sciences. Essayist and author

of Inquiry into Darwinism. Italy.

PROF. MICHAEL D. TAYLOR, Philosopher, Thomas More College of Liberal Arts. Author of the
award-winning The Foundations of Nature: Metaphysics of Gift for an Integral Ecological
Ethic. United States of America.

DR. ANGELO CARFi, Doctor of Astronomy. Surgeon at the Policlinico Universitario

Fondazione Agostino Gemelli. Italy.

MR. OLIVIER BONNASSIES, Entrepreneur. Graduate of Polytechnique and Theology from the
Institut Catholique de Paris. Author of Dieu, la science, les preuves : l'aube d'une

révolution. France.
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11.30 am — 11.40 am Questions & Discussion
11.40 am — 12.00 pm Break

12,00 pm —12.35 pm Lecture

JEROME LEJEUNE: WHEN THE PURSUIT OF TRUTH MAKES SCIENCE ADVANCE

CHAIR: MR. MARK BRADFORD, Fellow for Persons with Intellectual and Developmental

Disabilities, Word on Fire Institute. United States of America.

MR. JEAN-MARIE LE MENE, President of the Fondation Jérome Lejeune. Ordinary Member

of the Pontifical Academy for Life. France.
12.35 pm — 12.45 pm Questions & Discussion
12.45 pm - 1.15 pm  Closing speech
CHAIR: Ms. COSTANZA MIRIANO, Journalist and writer, RAI Vaticano. Italy.

MR. JEAN-MARIE LE MENE, President of the Fondation Jér6me Lejeune. Ordinary Member

of the Pontifical Academy for Life. France.

End of the Conference.

Founder and President of the Jérdme Lejeune Foundation for research on intellectual
disabilities. Member of the Pontifical Academy for Life and consultant to the Pontifical
Council for Health Pastoral Care. Married and father of nine children, he has been one of

the privileged witnesses to the life and work of Professor Lejeune. France.
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President of the Jérome Lejeune International Chair of Bioethics. General Academic Director
of the Centro de Estudios Biosanitarios. Member of the Pontifical Academy for Life. Spain.

Cardinal and Metropolitan Archbishop of Utrecht. He studied medicine at the University of
Amsterdam and later bioethics at the University of Leiden. He subsequently obtained a
doctorate in philosophy from the Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas in Rome. He
is a member of the governing board of the Pontifical Academy for Life, the Congregation for
the Clergy, and the Pontifical Council for Culture. Netherlands.

Full Professor of Philosophy at the University of Seville, ordinary member of the Royal
Academy of Moral and Political Sciences, and visiting professor at Mainz, Miinster, and
Paris VI — La Sorbonne. Director of the philosophy journal Naturaleza y Libertad. Spain.
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Professor of philosophy and ethics at the University of Fribourg, where he also directs the
Interdisciplinary Institute of Ethics and Human Rights. He has published numerous works
on end-of-life issues, consent, anthropology, vulnerability and dependency, as well as on
various aspects related to care and the philosophy of the body in our healthcare system.

Switzerland.

Philosopher and essayist, specialized in Moral and Political Philosophy. He teaches in the
preparatory classes at Collége Stanislas, at the Institut Philanthropos (Fribourg), and at the
Institut de la Théologie du corps (Lyon). Member of the John Paul Il Academy for Human Life

and the Family. France.

Full Professor of Philosophical Anthropology at the Pontifical John Paul Il Theological
Institute for Marriage and Family Sciences in Rome. Since 2012, he has also been a visiting
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professor at the Faculty of Philosophy of the Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas
(Angelicum). Italy.

Academic Director of Genyca, a molecular diagnostics laboratory. Professor of
postgraduate courses. Graduate in Pharmacy. MSc in Genetics. Specialist in Clinical
Genetics and Medical Genetics. Member of the scientific committee of FACE. Spain.

Former Head of Pediatric and Neonatal Surgery at the University Hospital Center of Dijon
and Professor of Pediatric and Neonatal Surgery in Paris. In 1991, at the Saint Vincent de
Paul Hospital in Paris, together with Frédéric Bargy and Yann Rouquet, he performed the
world’s first successful in utero surgery on a fetus with a diaphragmatic hernia and
intrathoracic liver. Former Corresponding Member of the Pontifical Academy for Life.

France.
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Clinical neonatologist and medical director of a neonatal intensive care unit (NICU) with 50
beds. She is involved in a wide range of performance improvement projects, including
perinatal palliative care, reduction of bronchopulmonary dysplasia (BPD), and care for
newborns with neonatal abstinence syndrome. Chair of the pro-life committee of the
American College of Pediatricians. United States.

Director of the European Centre for Law and Justice (ECL)). Since 2000, he has regularly
represented the Holy See as an expert in committees of the Council of Europe, currently
serving on the Committee of Experts on the System of the European Convention on Human
Rights (DH-SYSC), under the Steering Committee for Human Rights (CDDH). He is the author
of several books and numerous legal articles published in various languages. France.

Graduate in Law from the Faculty of Law and Social Sciences of the University of Buenos
Aires and Doctor of Legal Sciences from the Faculty of Law of the Pontifical Catholic
University of Argentina. Full Professor of “Principles of Private Law,” “Institutions of Civil
Law,” “Biolaw,” and “Doctoral Seminar” at the Faculty of Law of the Pontifical Catholic
University of Argentina. Director of the Center for Bioethics, Person, and Family. Argentina.
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Teaching Fellow at Thomas More College of Liberal Arts in Merrimack, New Hampshire. He
holds degrees in Biology and Environmental Studies, Philosophy, and Bioethics. He earned
his doctorate in Philosophy in 2019. He is the author of The Foundations of Nature:
Metaphysics of Gift for an Integral Ecological Ethic (Cascade, 2020), a work that received
the Expanded Reason Award in 2021. He has authored numerous articles and book
chapters. Most recently, he wrote the chapter on “Creation” for The Cambridge Companion
to Joseph Ratzinger (2023). United States.

Physician specialized in geriatrics and internal medicine. He graduated in Medicine and
Surgery from the Universita Cattolica del Sacro Cuore in Rome, where he also completed
his specialization. He currently works at the Agostino Gemelli University Hospital
Foundation IRCCS, where he is involved with the Adult Down Syndrome Service. Italy.
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Entrepreneur and author. He graduated from Ecole Polytechnique, completed a year of
preparation for ENA at Sciences Po Paris, and earned a degree in Theology from the Institut
Catholique de Paris. At the age of twenty, while still agnostic, he discovered the rational
reasons that lead to God and was convinced by their relevance. He is the author of about
ten books and various videos on topics related to the relationship between reason and

faith. Author of Dieu, la science, les preuves: l'aube d'une révolution. France.
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